Demographics
Gardnerville Ranchos is located in the southwest portion of the beautiful Carson Valley off Highway 395, in the City of Gardnerville, Nevada.  In the mid 1960’s C. E. (Red) Swift owned a large tract of land that he wanted to build homes on, and the Gardnerville Ranchos General Improvement District was created by Douglas County on April 9, 1965.  Currently the estimated population is approaching 11,500, and still growing.

The first major shopping center was built in 1994 and in the winter of 2001 a family recreational center, which includes bowling and billiards, located within the shopping center.  It is called Silver Strike Entertainment Center, and has had a very successful opening.  A U.S. Post Office opened in July 2002, and the Sierra Assisted Living Foundation was built, and completed that same summer.  A 140 unit residential structure is planned for senior citizens on Kimmerling Road in the future.  The B.P.O. Elks has purchased land on Kimmerling Road for a future Lodge.  The Pony Express drive through coffee shop has opened on the corner of Kimmerling, and Tillman Lane.  There is also a five-unit motel/boarding house being constructed. A 40-unit senior apartment complex with 12,900 square feet of commercial space is currently being constructed and remodeled at 806 Tillman Lane, (this project was the old Cottonwood Care Center).  GRGID’s Blue Rock Park is open for business.  The District has also constructed 1.2 miles of trail that allows you to leave the Park on the west end and re-enter on the east end.  The area supplies an array of businesses, schools, churches, day cares, restaurants, and conveniences stores.
Douglas County
On November 25, 1861, Douglas County became one of the first nine counties established by the first Nevada Territorial Legislature, with the county seat located in the town of Genoa.  The county was retained when the territory became a state on October 31, 1864.  Douglas County is named for Stephen A. Douglas, a former United States Senator from Illinois, who opposed Lincoln in the 1860 election for President.

Douglas County is the site of some of Nevada’s earliest development.  Many small communities are scattered along the base of the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range, remnants of some of the first towns in the state.  A good number of these communities were established in the 1850’s as trading posts and centers of ranching and farming.  Genoa, originally known as Mormon Station, is the oldest of these, and was settled in 1851.  In 1910, the Douglas County Courthouse in Genoa was badly damaged by fire.  This disaster, along with a population decline within the town of Genoa and subsequent growth in the town of Minden, prompted the Nevada Legislature to change the location of the county seat during the 1915 session.  Today, the county seat is located in town of Minden.  
Geographic Information
The county covers an approximate area of 751 square miles, and is located in the western portion of the State.  Douglas County borders the State of California to the west, Lyon County to the east, and the State Capital of Carson City to the north.  Included within the County’s boundaries are portions of the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range, Lake Tahoe, Topaz Lake, and the Carson and Walker Rivers.  Since statehood, the boundaries of Douglas county have only been realigned two times: between Douglas County and Ormsby County (now Carson City) in 1965, and between Douglas County and Lyon County.
Douglas County is one of the fastest growing counties in the State of Nevada.  According to the 2000 United States Census, Douglas County’s population was 41,259, increasing 49.3% from the 1990 population of 27,637
	
	2001
	
	2000
	
	1990
	
	1980

	Douglas County
	42658
	3.4%
	41,259
	49.3%
	27,637
	42.3%
	19,421


     Source:www.co.dougla.nv.us/about.html
According to the Geodemographic Analysis on Douglas County for the year 2000 there are 20,347 female (51%) and 20,305 (49.9%) males living in Douglas County the Median age is 39 and the median age of householder is 48.9.  Per Capita Income estimates is $26,126, Median Household Income $51,637.
Source: Bureau of Business and Economic Research, University of Nevada, Reno
Douglas County Personal Income (thousand of dollars)
	2000
	1999
	1998
	1997

	1,538,508
	1,435,503
	1,422,967
	1,310,727


Source: www.bea.doc.gov/bea/regional/reis/drill.cfm?table
Probability of Shopping in Douglas County for Selected Items for Households by Selected Demographic Profiles.
	Category
	Groceries
	General Merchandise
	Clothes
	Small Appliances

	
	%
	%
	%
	%

	Retired, Unmarried
	64.80
	11.60
	2.04
	18.96

	Retired, Married
	75.75
	21.96
	12.75
	33.04

	Unmarried, Works in Douglas County
	74.35
	20.31
	13.29
	26.32

	Unmarried, Works in Carson City
	61.98
	15.15
	6.20
	19.20

	Unmarried, Works in Reno
	59.98
	12.45
	3.26
	16.06

	Married, Works in Douglas County
	80.75
	11.08
	27.21
	13.91

	Married, Works in Carson City
	74.38
	9.71
	4.60
	12.91

	Married, Works in Reno
	74.11
	8.61
	3.66
	11.53

	Married, Works in Douglas County, Spouse works in Douglas County
	89.31
	14.07
	3086
	18.20

	Married, Works in Douglas County, spouse works in Carson City
	80.71
	12.79
	8.47
	16.58

	Married, Works in Douglas County, spouse works in Reno
	80.79
	11.65
	6.93
	14.74

	Married, Works in Carson City, spouse works in Carson City
	74.69
	10.45
	5.25
	13.90

	Married, Works in Reno, spouse works in Reno
	74.14
	9.37
	4.12
	4.21


Source: www.nsbdc.org/econ_research/reports/section3/
Open Space and Agricultural Lands Preservation Implementation Plan

The south valley area also includes the properties to the south of Gardnerville Ranchos extending from Highway 88 to the west to Highway 395 on the east.  The area includes a large parcel of USFS property just south of the Ranchos that is used for various recreational purposes including walking, biking, motor sports, and target shooting.  There should be consideration to formalize this as a multi use recreational area.  This may or may not incorporate some of the adjoining private property to support this recreational activity with limited camp areas, picnic facilities, parking, restroom facilities, and other support services.

The most significant and threatened open space lands are within the Carson Valley.  The top priority is to protect larger productive agricultural parcels within the floodplain.  Second, is the focus on land zoned as agriculture or forest, and range that enhance, and protect natural resources.  The third priority is the larger view corridors.  The fourth area is the smaller view sheds, and development buffers.

